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C.    SELECTION OF TRANSPORT AND DISPOSAL CONTRACTORS

Waste generators can be held liable for improper transport and disposal
of their waste by others and should therefore investigate thoroughly the
competence, reliability, and financial stability of transporters and dis-
posal firms with whom they contract for disposal of waste. The
hazardous-waste coordinator for the laboratory should not only become
assured on these points before entering into a contract with a waste-
disposal service but should also check on them periodically during the
term of the contract. The coordinator may want to visit the disposal
facility to observe its operation.

D.    DESIGNATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WASTE CATEGORIES

The coordinator must establish waste categories for the laboratory, based
on judgment of safe practices and on regulations and disposal facility
rules (see Chapter 2). EPA and DOT regulations require that waste be
segregated into categories that can be transported safely; the shipment
of some particularly hazardous materials is prohibited (49 CFR 173.21).
For transportation purposes each category must be described by the
shipping description, which includes the proper shipping name, hazard
class, and DOT identification number.

E.    PACKAGING OF WASTE

Hazardous waste must be properly packaged for transportation. All
containers must be sturdy and leakproof. Inner containers must be cush-
ioned to prevent damage from impact during handling. Outer containers
must be properly labeled and marked.

Small containers of laboratory waste are often packed for transport
in a lab pack, i.e., surrounded by an inert filler in an outer steel drum
(see Chapter 10, Section V.B). This pack is generally used for landfill
disposal. An analogous pack in an outer fiber drum can be used for
transportation to a waste treatment facility or for incineration. If such
a pack is intended for incineration, the incinerator operator may require
that the inner individual containers be of linear, high-density polyeth-
ylene. A pack in an outer fiber drum is not a "lab pack" as defined by
EPA (see Appendix A, 40 CFR 265.316) and cannot be put into a
landfill.

F.    ARRANGING FOR TRANSPORTATION

EPA controls transporters of hazardous waste by requiring them to
obtain an EPA identification number (see Appendix A, 40 CFR 263.11).